24th Sunday after Pentecost — Nov 15, 2020

Treaty 4 Territory
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional homeland of the

Metis.

Welcome Statement

You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit | may not define,
you, whose eyes have seen, what | will never dream. You, whose frame is bent or broken,

whose mind fears the unspoken. You are welcome here.

Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital status, physical
and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic and religious status, you will
be honoured here.

For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free. His daily grace enables us to live in
harmony.

Opening Hymn — 712 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (verses
1,3&4)

Greeting - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.

Prayer of The Day - Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the
earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to
serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of
your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

'"Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do
not need to have anything written to you. ?For you yourselves know very
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. *When they
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon
them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no
escape! “But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you
like a thief; >for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. °So then let us not fall asleep as others do,
but let us keep awake and be sober; “for those who sleep sleep at night,
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. ®But since we belong to the
day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a
helmet the hope of salvation. °For God has destined us not for wrath but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, "who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. ""Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 123 'To you | lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens.

2As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, and the eyes
of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to you, O LORD our
God, until you show us your mercy.

SHave mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, for we have had more than
enough of contempt,

“too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, and of the derision of the
proud.

Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord. [Jesus said to the disciples:] "*“For it is as if a man,
going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to
them; "°to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. '®The one who had received
the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. '"In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more
talents. '®But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a
hole in the ground and hid his master's money. "°After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. ?°Then the
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have
made five more talents.’ ?'His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put you
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ ??And the one
with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to
me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.’ >*His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in
a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of
your master.’ ?*Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, | knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; *°so | was
afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.’ “°But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did
you, that | reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not

scatter? ?’Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,
and on my return | would have received what was my own with

interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. °For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have
an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will
be taken away. °As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”"The gospel
of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon
Hymn Of The Day 785 When Peace Like a River

CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of Intercession

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, let us pray to see God'’s
power in the church and in the world, responding to each petition with the
words “Hear us and help us.”

A brief silence.

We pray, O God, for the church in our community and throughout the world.
Raise up and sustain believers who will use their talents to assist with
worship and to lead congregational ministries in this difficult time. Grant an
extra measure of the Spirit to our pastors. Protect your people with the
armor of your Word.

A brief silence.

O God, you are the Temple of your people:
Hear us and help us.

For the earth we pray. During this autumn season, give to plants and wild
animals a time of rest. Keep the coronavirus and other pathogens away
from the animals that we farm.

A brief silence.



O God, you are the Maker of the heavens and the earth:
Hear us and help us.

For all the nations we pray. Bring an end to war and terrorism. Cultivate a
worldwide spirit of cooperation that will seek just international agreements
and shared human rights. Rescue humankind from the worship of wealth,
and give a homeland to migrants.

A brief silence.

O God, you are the Haven we seek:
Hear us and help us.

We pray for peace within nations. Quell attempts at violence and restore
national good will. End prejudice of all kinds and lead us into a unity that
embraces diversity. Comfort those who live in fear of the future. Bless all
newly elected officials with a passion for justice and a commitment to
honesty.

A brief silence.

O God, you are our Mighty Fortress:
Hear us and help us.

We pray for all who are in need. Visit with health and good medical care all
the sick, especially the thousands who each day are contracting the
coronavirus. Prepare a vaccine to save our world from COVID-19. Give
food, employment, and housing to the countless who are struggling to live.
We pray especially for Terri, Lynne, Maureen, Beth and all those we name
in our hearts.

A brief silence.

O God, you are our Physician, our Nurse:
Hear us and help us.

For many of us, what the ancient prophet said is now true: these are days
of distress and anguish. We beg you to listen to the prayers of our hearts.

A longer period of silence.

O God, you are Father, Mother, Lover, Master, Friend:
Hear us and help us.

We remember before you all the saints who have lived and died in the faith,
especially Elizabeth of Hungary in her ministry to the sick, and those we
name here now. . . . At the end of time, bring us all into your peace.

A brief silence.



O God, you are the Light perpetual:
Hear us and help us.

Receive these prayers, and in your gracious mercy grant your strength to
our neediness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Then conclude with these prayers:
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O Holy One of wisdom, throughout human history and today among us
here, you call us to walk the paths of justice and peace. We praise you, O
God of truth, for your precious words. Grant that sheltered under their
richness as under the tree of life, we live in gratitude and faithfulness,
through Jesus Christ, your Word and our Wisdom, now and forever. Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.

Amen.

PEACE - The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING (ELW p. 206) & OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 206)

Let us pray. God of all goodness, generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table, and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings,

we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.

Amen.



BLESSING

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,

who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!

The blessing of God, Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING SONG - 670 Build Us Up, Lord

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 209)



JUSTICE, PEACE

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 712
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BEACH SPRING

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 19011984
87870

Music: The Sacred Harp,Philadelphia, 1844
Text £ Oxford University Press
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TRUST, GUIDANCE

When Peace like a River

It Is Well with My Soul 785
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help - less es - tatle, and hath shed his own blood for my soul
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

If this hymn is played in Db major (Simplified Keyboard Accompaniment Edition, first version), use the chords shown above

but capo at the first fret.

VILLE DU HAVRE

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
118 119 and refrain

Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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help us  bear  good fruit for you,
Text: Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952 SUILD US UP
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Music: Mark Glaeser and Donna Hanna
Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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news of your Son!




